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Professor        office: (330) 263-2030 
Dept. of Communication Studies     dbostdorff@wooster.edu 
103 Wishart Hall 
The College of Wooster       
Wooster, Ohio 44691        
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Ph.D. Purdue University, 1987. 
Awarded in communication (rhetorical studies/issue management with an emphasis on 
political rhetoric), with minors in political science and in media communication. 
 

M.A. University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 1983. 
Awarded in speech communication, with an emphasis on rhetoric and on cultural studies. 
 

B.S. Bowling Green State University, 1982, Summa Cum Laude. 
Awarded in speech and communication education (five-year comprehensive, self- 
designed program in interpersonal and public communication, theatre, and radio- 
television-film), with minors in English and in journalism. 
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Professor of Communication Studies, The College of Wooster, 2007-present. 
 Department Chair, 2014-2018, 2019-2022. 
Posse Mentor for the Class of 2026, The College of Wooster, 2022-present. 
Associate Dean of Advising for the Class of 2012, The College of Wooster, 2008-2010. 
Associate Professor of Communication Studies, The College of Wooster, 1997-2007. 
 Department Chair, 1998-2002. 
Assistant Professor of Communication Studies, The College of Wooster, 1994-1997. 
Associate Professor of Communication, Purdue University, 1994. 
Assistant Professor of Communication, Purdue University, 1988-1994. 
Visiting Assistant Professor of Communication, Purdue University, 1987-1988. 
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Research Grants and Honors 
 
Henry Luce III Fund for Distinguished Scholarship. “Strom Thurmond’s States’ Rights 

Campaign of 1948 and the Issue of Civil Rights.” $2206. 2021. 
Bruce E. Gronbeck Political Communication Research Award for Proclaiming the Truman 

Doctrine: The Cold War Call to Arms. 2010. 
Purdue Research Foundation Summer Faculty Grant. “The Language of Political Reversal.”  

$5000. 1993. 

mailto:dbostdorff@wooster.edu
https://www.possefoundation.org/about-posse
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Contributor to Rhetorical and Critical Approaches to Public Relations. (Eds. Elizabeth Lance 
Toth and Robert Heath). Winner of PRide Award for “Innovation, Development, and 
Educational Achievement in Public Relations Research.” Speech Communication 
Association. Essay contribution: “‘The Decision Is Yours’ Campaign: Planned Parenthood’s 
‘Character’-istic Argument of Moral Virtue.” 1992. 

B. Aubrey 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zVYNWfZVUO4&t=2s
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School of Liberal Arts Departmental Award for Educational Excellence. Purdue University. 
December 1994. 

W. Charles Redding Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching. Purdue University.  
April 1994. 

Outstanding Graduate Student Teacher Award. International Communication Association. May 
1986. 

Bruce Kendall Award for Excellence in Teaching. Purdue University. April 1986. 
Daily Illini’s list of “Teachers Ranked as Excellent by Their Students.” University of Illinois. 

Spring 1983 and Fall 1983. 
 
Selected Other Honors 
 
Rex Mix Program of Excellence Award from the Undergraduate College and University Section 
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Bostdorff, Denise M. The Presidency and the Rhetoric of Foreign Crisis. Columbia: University 

of South Carolina Press, 1994. 
 
Articles 
 
Bostdorff, Denise M. Part of Invited Forum in Response to Allison Prasch’s The World Is Our 

Stage. “Observations on the Rhetoric of Place and Space through Frequency and 
Location Patterns of Presidential Travel.” Journal for the History of Rhetoric. 5 ms. pgs. 
In-press. 

Bostdorff, Denise M. “Donald Trump, Access Hollywood, and the Rhetorical Performance of 
Aggrieved White Masculinity.” Western Journal of Communication, 87.2 (2023)

^

https://doi.org/10.1080/10570314.2022.2118549
https://doi.org/10.1080/10570314.2019.1702713
https://voicesofdemocracy.umd.edu/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/bostdorff-truman.pdf
https://voicesofdemocracy.umd.edu/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/bostdorff-truman.pdf
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Bostdorff, Denise M., and Steven R. Goldzwig. “History, Collective Memory, and the 
Appropriation of Martin Luther King, Jr.: The Reagan Rhetorical Legacy.” Presidential 
Studies Quarterly 35 (2005): 661-690. 

 
Bostdorff, Denise M. “The Internet Rhetoric of the Ku Klux Klan: A Case Study in Web Site 

Community Buil



 



https://voicesofdemocracy.umd.edu/harry-s-truman-special-message-to-the-congress-on-greece-and-turkey-the-truman-doctrine-12-march-1947/
https://voicesofdemocracy.umd.edu/harry-s-truman-special-message-to-the-congress-on-greece-and-turkey-the-truman-doctrine-12-march-1947/
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Selected Public Scholarship 
 
Bostdorff, Denise M., Melvyn Leffler, and Vladislav Zubok with Bridget Kendall. “The Truman 

Doctrine: Beginnings of the Cold War.” The Forum podcast. BBC. April 13, 2022. 
 
Bostdorff, Denise M. “Biden’s Plain Speaking on Ukraine Inspires Support Without Sparking a 

Wider War—An Echo of the Truman Doctrine, 75 Years Ago.” The Conversation. March 
23, 2022. 

 
Bostdorff, Denise M.  “The Evolution of Presidential Rhetoric and the Social Media Age.”  

Interview with Audrey Coleman, Associate Director of the Dole Institute for Politics, the 
University of Kansas. Lawrence, KS. Feb. 2020.  

 
Bostdorff, Denise M. Part of Po

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/w3ct38s4?fbclid=IwAR0viqRHAfLqPsNV37agYIbwdbiAVwXY1aPlfAtwGg1UJiXeMDWpevWUFZo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/w3ct38s4?fbclid=IwAR0viqRHAfLqPsNV37agYIbwdbiAVwXY1aPlfAtwGg1UJiXeMDWpevWUFZo
https://theconversation.com/bidens-plain-speaking-on-ukraine-inspires-support-without-sparking-a-wider-war-an-echo-of-the-truman-doctrine-75-years-ago-178877
https://theconversation.com/bidens-plain-speaking-on-ukraine-inspires-support-without-sparking-a-wider-war-an-echo-of-the-truman-doctrine-75-years-ago-178877
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XETvs0CqkDw
https://www.natcom.org/publications/spectra/may-2016?UserId=2e43f881-69e6-4f58-9602-dd9ec6cf470e&sso=3506d2bf-609e-479a-80df-7657bf83c89e
https://www.natcom.org/publications/spectra/may-2016?UserId=2e43f881-69e6-4f58-9602-dd9ec6cf470e&sso=3506d2bf-609e-479a-80df-7657bf83c89e
https://www.natcom.org/communication-currents/words-not-weapons-jfk-shows-ceremonial-messages-can-initiate-peace
https://www.natcom.org/communication-currents/words-not-weapons-jfk-shows-ceremonial-messages-can-initiate-peace
https://www.natcom.org/communication-currents/bush-ceremonial-speaking-countered-iraq-war-opponents
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5436954
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Bostdorff, Denise M. Review of Democracy and America’s War on Terror by Robert L. Ivie. 
Quarterly Journal of Speech 92 (2006): 223-225. 

Bostdorff, Denise M. Review of Constructing Clinton: Hyperreality & Presidential Image-
Making in Postmodern Politics by Shawn J. Parry-Giles and Trevor Parry-Giles.  
Argumentation and Advocacy 39 (2003): 221-224. 

Bostdorff, Denise M. Review of Political Cartoons in the 1988 Presidential Campaign: Image, 
Metaphor, and Narrative by Janis L. Edwards. Rhetoric & Public Affairs 1 (1998): 292-294. 

Bostdorff, Denise M. Review of Public Opinion
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Bostdorff, Denise M., and Steven R. Goldzwig. “Truman’s St. Patrick’s Day Addresses, March 

17, 1948: Establishing Foreign Policy Credentials and Preparing the Way for the Atlantic 
Alliance.” A Top Paper in Political Communication. Central States Communication 
Association. Madison, WI. April 2015. 

 
Bostdorff, Denise M., and Shawna H. Ferris. “John F. Kennedy at American University: The 

Rhetoric of the Possible, Epideictic Progression, and the Commencement of Peace.” 
National Communication Association. Chicago. Nov. 2014. 

 
Bostdorff, Denise M. “The Rhetorical Transition from the Truman Doctrine to the Marshall 

Plan.” Mapping the Shifting Grounds of Post-9/11 War Rhetoric Preconference. National 
Communication Association. Washington, DC. Nov. 2013. 

 
Bostdorff, Denise M. “Dean Acheson’s May 1947 Delta Council Speech as Precursor to the 

Marshall Plan.” National Communication Association. Orlando. Nov. 2012. 
 
Bostdorff, Denise M. Discussion Panel. “The Rhetoric of Barack Obama.” Central States 

Communication Association. Cleveland, OH. Mar. 2012. 
 
Bostdorff, Denise M.  Discussion Panel. “The State of the Discipline: Senior Scholars on the 

Status of Rhetorical Criticism.” Central States Communication Association. Cleveland, OH. 
Mar. 2012. 

 
Bostdorff, Denise M. “Redefining Foreign Policy Leadership: Barack Obama’s March 19, 2008, 

Address on the Iraq War.” Justification, Reason, and Action: Tradition and Innovation in 
Public Argument—A Conference in Honor of Professor David Zarefsky. Northwestern 
University. May 2009. 

 
Bostdorff, Denise M. “Judgment, Experience, and National Security: The 2008 Presidential 

Primaries and the Iraq War.” Part of Featured Panel at Meeting of the Rhetoric Society of 
America. Seattle. May 2008. 

 
Bostdorff, Denise M., and Steven R. Goldzwig. “Truman’s St. Patrick’s Day Addresses, March 

17, 1948.” National Communication Association. Chicago. Nov. 2007. 
 
Bostdorff, Denise M. “George W. Bush, Epideictic Advocacy, and the War in Iraq.” 10th 

Biennial Public Address Conference. Vanderbilt University. 



 11 





 13 



 14 

Co-Director for Short Course Workshop, “Teaching the College Course on Communication Research:  
How to Prepare Undergraduates for Original Research Projects,” with Rod Korba and Cynthia 
Burggraf. National Communication Association. Chicago. Nov. 1997. 

 
Helped plan and provided materials for Short Course Workshop, “

http://www.voicesofdemocracy.com/
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Journal for the History of Rhetoric.   KB [Kenneth Burke] Journal.  
Ohio State University Press.    Peace and Change. 
Policy Studies Journal.    Political Communication. 
Polity.       Presidential 
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IDPT 101: First-Year Seminar in Critical Inquiry—The Cold War and the War on Terror:  
Rhetorical Reflections and Refractions 
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COMM 225: Group Communication 
Term      #1  #2  #3       #4  #5  #6  #6 Mode 
1995-SP   4.58/5.00 4.13/5.00 4.19/5.00   NA* 5.13/6.00 5.46/6.00 6.00/6.00 
 
COMM 250:  Principles of Rhetoric 
Term     #1  #2  #3       #4  #5  #6  #6 Mode 
2017-F    4.72/5.00     4.83/5.00         4.56/5.00   NA*          5.33/6.00         5.67/6.00         6.00/6.00 
2011-F    NA*            NA*                 NA*          NA*          4.89/6.00     5.30/6.00 6.00/6.00 
2009-F     4.75/5.00 4.58/5.00 4.13/5.00
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2002-S P  4.62/5.00 4.50/5.00 4.50/5.00 5.00/6.00 5.00/6.00 
2001-F   4.67/5.00 4.67/5.00 4.56/5.00 5.00/6.00 6.00/6.00 
2001-SP  5.00/5.00 4.83/5.00 4.50/5.00 5.67/6.00 6.00/6.00 
 
Voter Engagement Team 
Term   #1  #2  #3  #4  #4 Mode  
2023-F   4.50/5.00 4.40/5.00 4.00/5.00 5.00/6.00 5.00/6.00  
 
 
Curricular Development 
 
IDPT 430-02: Voter Engagement Team. 2023. Internship C

/alabama-trek/
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Communicating Common Ground Service-Learning Program. 2001. (.25 credit course). 
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https://www.possefoundation.org/about-posse
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-Leadership and Liberal Learning Program. The College 
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Purdue University 
Course Director for Communication 353, Service-Learning Course in Public Relations. 1987-

1994. 
Member, Public Address and Public Relations Instructional Units. 1987-1994. 
Chair, Public Relations Instructional Unit. 1988-1991. 
Departmental Graduate Studies Committee. 1990-1992. 1993-1994. 
Departmental Search Committee. 1985-1986. 1990-1991. 1993-1994. 
Department Head Review Committee. 1992-1993. 
Faculty Affairs Committee. 1989-1990. 
Departmental Undergraduate Studies Committee. 1988-1990. 
Ad Hoc Committee on Research Methods Instruction. 1988-1989. 
 
Campus Service 
 
The College of Wooster: Elected Campus Committees 
Conference With Trustees Committee. 2014-2017. Chair. 2016-2017. 
Faculty Grievance Committee. 2004. 2009-2013. 2023-2026. Co-Chair, 2023-2024. 
Teaching Staff and Tenure Committee. 2004-2007. 
Evaluation Committee for Dean of the Faculty. 2002. 
 
The College of Wooster: Appointed Campus Committees and Miscellaneous Administrative Roles 
Committee for Learning Goals in Writing-Intensive Courses. 2023-2024. 
Social Justice Criteria Committee in Liaison with Educational Policy Committee. 2021-2022. 
Committee on Academic Standards. 2008-2010. 2017-2018. 2020-2021. 
Faculty Research and Development Committee. 2003-2004. 2010-2011. 2019-2020. 
Faculty Review Committee. 2013. 2018. 
Ad Hoc Committee for Senior Research Symposium. 2012.  
Working Committee on Integrity for College’s Self-Study. 2011-2012. 
Advisor, Students for Obama. 2012-2013. 
Advisor, Campus Democrats. 2008-2013. 2014-2015. 2016-2017. 
Chair, Davies-Jackson Scholarship (First-Generation Student Scholarship) Committee. 2010-

2013. 
Associate Dean of 
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Radio Advisory Committee. 1998-2002. 
Pre-Law Advising Committee. 1997-2001. 
Judicial Board. 1998-2000. 
Strategic Planning Committee for Enrollment and National Reputation. 1997. 
Planning Committee for the 50th Anniversary Celebration of Independent Study. 1997. 
Truman Scholarship Committee. 1996-1997. 
Honorary Degrees Committee. 1995-1997. 
Ad Hoc Child Care Committee. 1994-1995. 
 
The College of Wooster: Other Campus Service 
Admissions panels, virtual office hours, recruitment luncheons, travel, and other admissions  
       work. 1994-present. 
Oversaw campus election messaging and coordinating for how to register to vote and how to  

vote. Fall 2020, 2023. 
Voter liaison registering students, staff, and faculty to vote. 2004-2023. 
United Way Ambassador to faculty and departmental administrative assistants for United Way 

annual campaign. Nov. 2018. 
Faculty-Staff Campaign Leader for Wooster Fund’s annual giving campaign. 2015-2018. 
Judge, Margaret Wick Campus Speaking Competition. 2010-2012. 2016. 2018.  
Mentor for Faculty Mentoring Program. 2003-2005. 2011-2012. 2017-2018. 
Get-out-the-vote campus initiatives with Senior Associate Dean of Students Carolyn Buxton. 

2004-2017. 
Guest Speaker for Leadership Circle Breakfast. June 2017. 
Pa
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Experiential- and Service-Learning Outreach 
 
COMM 25400 (Political Rhetoric), COMM 35000 (Presidential Rhetoric), COMM 25200 
(Argumentation), and COMM 26000 (Environmental Communication). The College of 
Wooster. 2000-present. 
As instructor, Dr. Bostdorff has overseen experiential- and/or service-learning projects such as:  
creating a film that explains fallacies for a 
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Lambda Pi Eta and Communication Club. The College of Wooster. 1995-1997, 2017-2018, 
2019-present.  
As faculty advisor for the Wooster chapters of Lambda Pi Eta and Communication Club from 
1995-1997, Dr. Bostdorff arranged for and oversaw public relations work done by 
communication students for the local American Red Cross, the American Cancer Society, and 
the student wellness center’s free anonymous HIV testing program; she also worked with 
students to organize the annual alumni forum. As co-advisor of these organizations with 
Michelle Johnson from 2017-2018 and 2019-present, she assisted students in doing volunteer 
work for the Wayne County Humane Society, in organizing the annual Alumni Forum for majors 
and helping with the organizations’ “Haunted Wishart” Halloween event for children of College 
faculty and staff, in planning an internship open house and other events, and in working at Soup 
and Bread events that raised money for local organizations that fight hunger. 
 
COM 353: Problems in Public Relations. Purdue University. 1987-1994. 
As course director and instructor, Dr. Bostdorff arranged for and/or helped provide public 
relations services to over 40 different organizations in the Lafayette, Indiana, area such as the 
American Heart Association, City of West Lafayette Recycling Program, Lafayette 
Neighborhood Housing Services, Legal Aid Corporation of Tippecanoe County, Tippecanoe Arts 
Federation, and Women in Crisis, among others. 
 
Community-Campus Programming Outreach 
 
Mellon Engagement Fellow. Opening Doors of Dialogue: Pursuing College/Community 
Engagements and Partnerships. 
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 “Back to the Future in the President’s Rhetoric.” Teach-In on the War in Iraq. Part of Martin 
Luther King Jr. Celebration 2007. The College of Wooster. Jan. 2007. 

 “Making Sense of the President’s Rhetoric.” Community presentation and discussion panel 
entitled “Making Sense of Iraq.” Wooster, OH. Oct. 2006. 

“Hang the Banner, Sound the Trumpet: George W. Bush, Epideictic Rhetoric, and the War in 
Iraq.” Faculty at Large Lecture. The College of Wooster. Oct. 2006. 

 “Independent Study at The College of Wooster.” (With Lori Bettison-Varga). Annual Meeting 
and Convention of the American Association of University Women/Ohio. Wooster, OH. 
May 2006. 

 “Nurturing Citizenship: The Liberal Arts Education.” Annual Luncheon of the Wayne County 
Chapter of the American Association of University Women. Wooster, OH. April 2006. 

 “Fathers and Sons: Puritan Perspectives on the Post-9/11 Rhetoric of George W. Bush.” Parents 
Weekend Faculty Lecture. The College of Wooster. Oct. 2005. 

 “George W. Bush’s Post
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Mentoring 
 
In-Person and Digital Workshop Organizer and Facilitator (with Stephanie Kerschbaum, Dept. of 
English, University of Washington). 
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Rhetoric Society of America. 2019. 
Political Communication Division. National Communication Association. 2014. 
Rhetorical and Communication Theory Division. Speech Communication Association. 1992. 

1993. 
Rhetorical Theor
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Kathleen J. Turner's “Creating Social Identities: Roaring Through the Twenties With the New 
Women in Comic Strips." Joint Annual Conferences of the Central States Communi

https://natcompodcast.podbean.com/e/journal-reviewing-as-mentorship/

